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Ray 6-11 T may be ſaid of your famous City, as ſometimes of Tyre. 
G3 She is the Crowning City , whoſe Merchants are Prin- 
(\ TY ces : whoſe Traftquers are the honourable of the 
EY, Earth, Iſa. 23.8. But what became of Tyre, tht noble 
—— ennobling City ? her Crown was laidin the duſt and 
ler Honourable in the ſtreets. Ana why ? They were haughty and 
brew not the Lord, neither regarded they the God of Jacob. T hey did 
nt know ; in their affairs they eyed not the Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
wither were T raffiquers with Heaven, therefore they periſhed from off 
the Earth. 

Your City,as 4 ſtately Princeſs,wears a goodly rich Crowns on her 
head,Crowns her Merchants and inhabitants with wealth 1nd honour; 
and you confeſs that it is not for your Righteouſneſs that the Lord hath 

red you , but that It is of the Lords mercies , that ye are not con- 
Jumed , becauſe his compaſſions fail not, Lam. 3.22. / will not ac- 
we you for Pride and haughtineſs, for trampling under foot the glory 
England , the Preaching of the Goſple of Righteouſneſs , ner for 
blaſphemy, Hereſie, Apoſtaſie, Oppreſſion, ſelf-love , and ſelf-ſeeking, 
erving your ſelves upon Chriſt and upon his Goſple , for I have often 
rard you, upon your pmblick faſting-daies and daies of humiliation, to 
cuſe and condemn your ſelves for theſe andthe like City ſins , onely 
[ rrieve 10 ſee theſe Rebels and T raitors againſt God to get a Reprieve, + 
1a 1 heartily wiſh that the day of their Execution were come : for, 
he putting of theſe to death will be your life. . For the Prophet Micah | 
ells you how you ſhall be ſtill renowned , the Crowned and the Crown- 
"7 City, To do juſtly, to love mercy, and to humblethy ſelf to walk 
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with thy God, Micah 6. 8. Tow muſt meet God every day wpon the 
Royal Fxchange Here you muſt barter Nature for Grace, Erroy fir 
Trath, your own Righteouſneſs for Chrilt; ( and who will not part 
with droſs for Gold, Pibbles for Pearls , Rags for Robes ? ) you mult 
put'off (/aith the bleſſed Apoſtle ) concerning the former converlz. 
tion , the Old Man, corrupt through the deceitful] fuſts , and be re. 
neyed in the ſpiricof your minde : and put on the New Man, 
which after God is creaced in Righteouſneſs and true holineſs. Epje/, 
5. 23, 23, 24. Tour main caſe mu#t be for your religions Fattorag, 
and to keep mp your noble Trade with Heaven. Tonr Merchandiy 
muſt be for them that dwell before the Lord, to eat ſufficiently , and 
far durable chathing. Wa.23.18. Let Prayer continually go forth wit 
your hoaden veſſels , and the Spirit of God will Pilot ye. T hen ſhall 
have good Markets indeed + and Oh , the rich returns that will fon 
in unto you | Bleſſed are the Merchants , that walk,and talk with 


| God daily upon the Exchange. When God and the Soul are Partner, 


Oh, the ſweetneſs and fullneſs of that Communion and entercourſe | 
| See how our Saviour loveth ſuch a ſoul as 1 buſiedin heavenly u- 
gotiations , when he likens the Kingdom of Heaven to ſuch a Mer- 
chant , who ſeeking goodly Pearls , when be had found one Peartol 
great Price, he went and ſold all that he had and bought ir. Aſarh 
13.45,&Cc.T he true Chriſtian # this Merchant;a Merchant advents- 
(er, he ventures riches , honoxrs , pleaſures ; life and all, he trades fu 
Pearls , that ts, heſeeks (with labour, coſt, and danger ) for heaven) 
wowleage , the Pearl of great Price , or the peerleſs Pearl i Cir 
eſus. A Pearl ts bredof a caleſtial hunmoxr or dew in ſhell- fiſhes: 
Chriſt by heavenly Influence was formed in the womb of the Virgw 
Emanuel,God with #s,0r God-man is this Pearl. The value and wil 
of this Pearl no Arithmetician can ſum up,it is infinite , of wond! 
fulb virtue, moſt precious , 4 Prark that makes Pearls, it makes 
framers to. be Pearls and coſtly Jewels, Malac, 3. 17. and turns eve) 
evil thinginto Good for us, Rom. 8. 28. xs the Philoſophers jj 
urns every thing it toucherb into Gold. T is Peart, Chre$t Geſws wi 
alt bis gifts, graces , virtues , merits , and Priveledges ts derived" 
ar by thay means of his ordinances. Theſe are the Cabinets and Cal kt 


of this Prark Geaoffjers Chrift ine bis word, he is willing to barter w 
|». Come buy. /{ 55. 3, 3 Counſel theets buy, Rev, 3. 18. - 


 D#evrevronr 
God de fires tbe yeod to our tn font , ro rective the Nul-ſauing, 
' foul-enriching Pearl, thus offerrd ( xt theſe Texts,2 Cor. 5.20. Det, 
5. 39. Luke 13. 34. doteftifle.) » 

As there the Merchant went aud ſold nil, fo doth the true Chriil;- 
an ſell all. That is forft , bs parts withehs eſtimation of all in -c011- 
pariſen of Chrift. Secondly, he hath # heart prepared attually to part 
withall , f he cannot enjoy it and Chriff tov. Thirdly; andeſpecially, 
he parts with b1s ſins all , ws neſeromg a Zoar oy a Rimtnon , nt * 
keping any one beloved luſt or: forbidden pleaſure. Tea, Foarthly , be 
parts with his AﬀeRtions , with all their Branches and Objelts , if- 
they will net ſkandwith Chrift. Whatſoever comes into competition with + 
Chriſt, whether honoars , riches , pleaſures , yea his own life, he decli< 
nethit , and looſethall for Chriſts ſake. And the gain of this AMer- 
chandize , no tongue 14 able to expreſs. 

T hus do wiſe Merchants traffique whilſt they line here on earth , a - 
Countrey that 1s not theirs , venting their Commodities and tranſmit- 
ting all they can into Heaven, their own Conntrey, again#t their Ar- 
nval ard Receit there, with joyfull acclamations of Saints and Angels, 
and moſt gich and moſt honourable dwelling with their bleſſed Redeem- 
er, ſoul-ſolacing, and heatts- airing Friduds in perfett joy , com- 
pleat comfort, and fullneſs of alt goed things for evermore. 

The Lord remove and take owt of the way , whatſoever letteth you 
in this bleſſed Merchandixg , whick is bett&r than the Mncheadire 
of Silver, and the gain thereofthan fine Gold, Prov. 3. 14.Let your 
Merchandize be HOLINgs$ YO ThEt LokD J[/a. 23.18. here: 
ſo in the ballancing of your Accomyt at the lait day, you ſeall be clear 
out of debt with your heavenly Creditor , and receive a full and final 
aiſcharge , together with a full remuneration of eternal happineſs to 
yo and all carefull Accomptants with him , wayters and Preparers - 
or him. 

Which negotiation and traffiquing with Weaven ( O ſedulous and + 
rich Merchant ) ts ſet forth under many other Notions in Scripture. 
Amongf which is that of Watching for the Maſters coming. What 
#n; How this watch is to be ſet and kept, Motives toit , and the 
Reward of it, t, as laid forth in the enſuing Sermon,in which your ob= 
ſequious friend ( being dead ) yet ſpeaketh.. 

Many be the Epiſtles, ( which whilſt he _ )be wrote to_you by my + 


ef 3 hand. : 


| Trwn EettL i, oc 
hand. Accept 1 beſeechyou of my appearing his Amanuenlis 6#ce mo, 
And keep this by you. Firſt , as a Remembrance of him that honoure4 
Jon , and was faithfull and diligegt to ſerve you wn your employment; 
in our Countrey. And Second, as a Funeral Ribband for your ſoul t; 
wear , which may daily minde you of your mortal condition, and ſtir 
Jon up to get ſuch neceſſaries and preparatives to go hence, that when) 
you ſhall be no more ſeen on earth , you may enjoy the beatifical viſion 
of onr Lord Jelus i» Heaven. Soprayeth ; 


Sig your Worſhips Servant 
in our great Maſter, 


fohn Preſton. 


A 
SE R ME ON, 
preached at the 
Ye FE 


O F 
Mr. JOHN BERRY. 
Auguſt 23. 1654. 


Bleſſed are thoſe Servants , whoy the Lord when he cometh 
ſhall finde watching. 


= eaghErc Chriſt compares himſelf to a man lately married, 
a "481 ſolacing himſelf, preparing a place for his Spoule, 
Ki H $71 leaving a ſervant at home to wait for his return. Chri/# 
Ugo | bath married his Church to himſelf , is gone into hea- 
; " ven to ſolace himſelf, after his ſufferings ( for he 
upht his Church with his Þloud ) In the mean time we are to 
atch for the coming of our Lord,” Bleſſedare theſe /ervants whom 
Lord when he eometh ſhall finde watching. 
Where you have 1. The Maſter. 2. the Servants. 3. their works. 
1.Here 1s our Relation. Servants. 2. our Condition, a WAYting a 


ching Coydition. 3. The encavragement. Bleſſed are thoſe Ser- 
ts . OA | 


C 


1, Our Relation, Servants. 


Dott, Our greateſt Title of hononrin this life , is to be Gods 
| A 4 SEr= 


[2] 

' Servants ; his ſervants are X5ugs. To ſervehim is to reign , that is 

- over lufts,over ſin.His ſervice is perfect freedom ; He is greater than 
Alexandey the great that ſubdueth his paſhons and corruptigns 
And hath mide us Kings, Revel. 1. 6. ( us ) his ſervants,not anely 
in adopting us to be the Heirs of his Kingdom, but alſo (rhrough the 
power of the r4:1y Ghoſt ) hath made us Conquerours over ſin, 
death , Hell, Sathan , and all our enemies, as1t 15 written , 5# af 
theſe we are more than Conqueronurs,Ram. 8. 37. and be will Crayn 

all his Members with glory and honour. 

Uſe. 1. Account it ſo,8& make preat account of,and glory we in 
this Citle. And indeed chis is al{ our glory , our joy and rejoycing, 
that the Lord hath vouchſafed to call us forth to ſerve him, to wear 
his Badg and Livery. Anditis a rich and beneficial ſervice, ye 
ſerve a Lord that hath the Scepter of Heaven and Earth, char wll 
reward to a cup of cold water. A poor man beg'd a penny of 
Alexander, he gave the paor man a City ; what will our mu iticent, 
moſt magnificent Lord do if we ask in faich. He will gives a King. 
dom,a glorious Kingdom,a 99. 48: of glory that cannot be ſha 
ken. Ak of me, and I will give thee the Heathen for thine inheritance, 
aud the uttermoſt parts of the Earth for thy poſſeſſion , Pſal .2.8, lid 
God to his Son ; Aske of me in,my Song name ( faith the ſame Gol 
to his ſervant whoſoever he be ) and 1 will giveche Heaven for 
thine Inheritance, and the utter of the boundleſs Inher- 
cance { which is above ) for thy poſſeſſion ; ſo that Gods ſervant 
may ſay every one of them, I am a Citizen of no mean City, I a 
a King of no mean Kingdom. 1 am a ſervant of the great Goddl 
heaven. Hewill not fet us to gather ſtubble as Pharaoh,to work of 
our ſelves , but he will enable us ro work ; where we fail , be wil 
pardon ; and when we do his works By his own help, he will t. 
ward , Crown his own works in us ; and when our enemies oppreh, 
he willtake our parts. 
| V/e. 2. Do we ourduty as fervants,elſe the Lord will not ownu 
When David was contriving to build a Temple to the Lord het 
*ts,Go tell my ſervant David; but when out of Gods work , nut 

bring the people , then onely Go ref David. So when the people 
 1/rael did well , then , Ga tell my peeple, but when they commite! 
 Idolatry,Go rel thy people , Exod. 32. 7. The Lord will not owns, 


[3] 
if we be away from his wark and ſervice. But isit for nothing that 
God ſo highly honoureth his people? Seemerh it «ſmall rhin 
{ ſaith Davis) ro be Kirig Sanls Sox is lew? 50 ({911. feemerk 
it to you a ſmall thing to be the King of Sas Sons by grace, to be 
his Servants ? Nay, dignity calls for duty, this honour looks for ſer- 
vice and Gods ſeryants muſt be watcbing, which is che 2. part. 

The ſecond part of the Text is the condition, 

{ Watching ] 

Doe. Ic isthe office of ey Chriſtian, conſtantly to watch and 
wait for the Lords coming, All wakers are not watchers. There is a 
natural waking , and there is a ſpiritual waking , and ſo there is of 
watching. Waking natural is when the obſtrucions of the ſpirits 
teing diſſolved , the Gon return into the ſenſes ( for ſleep is the 
_ up of the ſenſes ) when upon thegiſceſſation of vapours 
( that ſtopped the ſenſes before ) there is a return of the ſpirit into 
the ſenſes ; which may be done by ſome call , ſome motion , ſome 
ſirring up of the body : or by ſome greatſhining light. 

In a ſpiritual ſenſe. Worldly thoughts , and fleſhly thoughts , as 
foggy vapours,do obſtruRt the workings of Gods ſpirit , and cauſe 
the ſoul to ſleep in (in. . God calleth by bis word, ſtirs up good mo- 
tions of his ſpirit, ſends a proclamation by his meſſengers , ſcatters, 
a light , either the light, the delightſome lighr of his mercies, or the 
ſtartling terrifying light of his judgements, or the light of divine 
truth, and awakens theſe ſleepers. And this waking is a preffarative 
to waching, as watching is a Preparation for the Maſters Advent. 

Watching net#ral:is when opon waking we have our ſenſes exerci- 
led,and are intent and carefully look about us to prevent ſome mil- 
chief or inconvenience, which careleſs ſecurity would let in upon us. 
' Spiritual watching (of which in the Text) is when upon our 
waking , our ſouls are exerciſed, the faculties and powers and 
tent ig mom__ which God bath nn —_ 
iuate and raiſe up our Avoiding of evi, preparing for God, 
to prevent that hurt and dammage which a ſlet Gee brings u 
0 men : Here *tis ſpoken of the vigils of the ſoul , yet the body 
ou be taken in , as itis an Inſtrument of the ſoul in the 


lathe Primitive timesthey had their vigils , becauſe of preſent 
B per- 
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perſecution , or when they had ſome great buſineſs in-hand, to ſee 
the Lord for dire&tion or for. preparation to the Sacrarhent.[n pry. 
ceſs of time it fell into ſuperſtition , and the Papiſts riſe up to their 
blinde devotions at certain hours of. the night, which tliey call . 
nonical hours. ' But how are we fallen from the zeal and piety of 
the primitive times ?—— —0 quantum mutatus ab ile—— —— 
Pifore. O where isthe heart, and life, and ſpirit, the vivacity, te 
conſtancy and continuance in the ſervice of God ? Sathans warck 
and play is more uſed than our Saviours watch and pray?But tothe 
docrine. | | 
- | It us the office of every Chriſtian to keep a conſtant and continual 
natch over his ſoul. 

| Reaf. 1. Becauſe we are in danger of fin, and in danger by fin, 
In danger of fin, beſides many other ſins.; of that deadneſs and 
drowſineſs and hcavinels of ſpirit which hangs upon the beſt. In 
danger by ſin,more than I can expreſs, offending of God, the good 
Angels, giving advantage” to Sathan, expoſing our ſelves to his 
darts, grieve the good ſpirit of God , and put a ſting into all other 
troubles , yea,fin makes the Bleſſings of God to be no bleſling, 
birdlimes , or clips the wings of our prayers , hinders us from pray- 
fing Gad for his bleſſings. Sin is the continual. make-bate between 
. God and us , it ſeparates all good from us, it withdraws our good 
God from us. It cankers our gold, blaſts our good , embitters our 
| comfoſts. It is cunning and will ſteal into our hears , unleſs we key 
| a Guard and ſet a diligent watch, 
|  . Whatis.it butth= powerfull command of ſin (which like the 

| Devil in the man poſſeſſed) caſts us ſometimes into the fire, where 

| we burn and boyl with luſt ; ſometimes into the water,where either 

| weſwim with vain delights, or are drowned with the drunken plet 

| ſuresof. this flattering world ? ſomerimes-1t blows us up into tht 

| air, with'a giddy defire.to hunt and .hawk after- the honours and 

| preferments.af : i world, and anon throws us down groveling 

| onthe ground ,' nailing our affeRions to this earth with the cove 
| 40us deſires of worldly goods. Sin lies daily and hourly at olt 
| Goors,/ at our beds,: at our boards , in ſolitarineſs, ih company, i 
' the houſe, inthe field, w__ to ſurprize us, therefore' we ougit 
cofiltantly to keep our watch, becauſeof the danger, P 
2 Red 


C5] 


Real. 2. Becauſethe life of man is a Pilgrimage , and we travel 
through-our enemies Countrey. This is Sathans Empire,we had need 
towatch, when;we are in-the midſt of 6ur enemies, and a traitor, 
a boſom-enemy within us. Afas our precious Fewel is1n a fraile pitch- 
er. therefore keep thy heart: with all diligence, Prov. 4. 23. In the 
2 Kiags 20. 39. Adiſguiſed Prophet cries tothe King, and faid. 
Thy [ervant went ont into the midſt of the Battel , and behold a man 
turned a ſide and brought 4 man wnto me and ſaitheep this man : if by 
guy means he be miſſing then ſhall thy life be for his life,or elſe you ſpall 
pq a T alent of Silver: to our purpoſe , thus, As thou cameſt into 
the midſt of the Army , the militant Church , God gave thee a ſoul 
to make thee a man , with this charge , Keep this ſoul ſafe, if it be 
miſſing when I come, about the buſineſs of the world , or fin, or 
Sathan , look to it , thy ſoul goes for it, and thou haſt in all the 
world but one ſoul , if unprepared;and unappointed , the Lord will 
caſhier it, and caſt it into hell , whence thou ſhalt not come forth 
tillthou haſt paid che urmoſt farthing. ' It will be in vain for thee to 
ſay as the man of his priſoner verſ. 40. As thy ſervant was buſie bere 
and there, he was gone : Lord I bad much todo in the world , many 
bulineſſes "much to look after, &-c. So my foul was miſling when 
thou calledſt. The Lord will ſay asthe Kg to the delinquent there, 
So ſhall thy judgement be, thy ſelf haſtdecided it. 

Reaſ. 3. Weare Runnersin arace. Theprice ſet before us is 
eternal Glory. According as the price is above all other : ſo in our 
running we ſhould be more quick, more yarr and circumſpect. 

Reaſ. 45 Wearein a Warfare , and ſouldiers can never promiſe 
to themſelves ſecurity without a ſtrong and diligent watch ; *tis 
certain , the General of the enemies horſe never ſleeps, Sathan is al- 
mates waking and watching to take advantage, &- S1mon dormis tw? 
Chriſtian ſouldier fleepeſt thou? The poor Diſciples flept when 
their Lord was in anAgony,but Fas ſlept not: Ah | our husband- 
nen [lept, and the envious one hath ſowed Tares. Chrsſts Diſciples 
ave left Chriſt alone to his own cauſe, ſaying,as ſometimes the 
_ To your own tents. Now look to thine own houſe,O Son 
I David. 

Reaſ. 5. Weare Stewards , and muſt ſhortly give an account, 
I0w we have improved our talents. The eſtate ofan-Account is a 

| B 2 watch. 


| [4] 
perſecution , or when they had ſome great buſineſs in hand to ſees 
the Lord for direction or for. preparation ts the Sacrarhent. In pro. 
ceſs of time it fell into ſuperſtition , and the Papiſts riſe up to their 
blinde devotions at certain hours of. the night, which tliey call a. 
nonical hours. ' But how are we fallen from the zeal and piery of 
the primitive times ?—— —0O quantum mutatus ab toe———— 
Pore. O where isthe heart, and life, and ſpirit, the vivacity, the 
conſtancy and continuance in the ſervice of God ? Sathans war 
and play is more uſed than our Saviours watch and pray?Buttothe 
doctrine. | 
_ | It us the office of every Chriſtian to keep a conſtant and continul 
watch over his ſoul. 
| Reaf. 1. Becauſe we are in danger of fin, and in danger by fin, 
In danger of fin, beſides many other ſins.; of that deadneſs and 
drowſineſs and beavinels of ſpiric which hangs upon the bet. In 
danger by ſin,more than I can expreſs, offending of God, the good 
Angels, giving advantage” to Sathan, expoſing our felves to his 
darts, grieve the good ſpirit of God , and put a ſting into all other 
troubles , yea,fin makes the Bleſſings of God to be no bleſling, 
birdlimes , or clips the wings of our prayers , hinders us from pray- 
{ing Gad for his bleſſings. Sin is the continual. make-bate between 
. Godand us , it ſeparates all good from us , it withdraws our good 
God from us. It cankers our gold, blaſts our good , embitters our 
comfoſts. It is cunning and will ſteal into our hears , unleſs we kee 
a Guard and ſet a diligent watch, 
| Whatis.it butthe powerfull command of ſin (which like the 
[Devil in the man poſſeſſed) caſts us ſometimes into the fire, where 
' we burn and boyl with luſt ; ſometimes into the water,where either 
| we ſwim with vain delights,.or are drowned with the drunken plet- 
ſures of. this flattering world ? ſometimes-1t blows us up into the 
| air, with'a giddy defire.to hunt and .hawk after- the honours and 
' preterments.af th world, and -anon throws us down groveling 
; onthe ground , natling our affections to this earth with the cove- 
| tous deſires of worldly goods, Sin lies daily and hourly at out 
; Goors,/ at our beds,; at our boards , in ſolitarineſs, in company, i 
| the houſe, in the field, m—_— to ſurprize us, therefore' we ought 
| cofiltantly to keep our watch, becauſe of the danger, 6 
© im Rea 
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- Reaſ. 2. Becauſethe life of man is a Pilgrimage , and we travel 
through.our enemies Countrey. This is Sathans Empire,we had need 
towatch, when;weaxe inthe midſt of 6ur enemies, and a traitor, 
a boſom-enemy within us. Afas our precious Fewel is in a fraile pitch- 
er therefore keep thy heart- with all diligence, Prov. 4. 23. In the 
2 Kings 20. 39. Adiſguiſed Prophet cries tothe King, and ſaid. 
Thy [ervant went out into the midſt of the Battel , and behold 4 man 
turned a ſide and brought a man wnto me and ſaittheep this man : if by 
411 means he be miſſing, then ſhall thy life be for hus life,or elſe you ſhall 
4) aTalent of Silver: to our purpoſe , thus, As thou cameſt into 
the midſt of the Army , the militant Church , God gave thee a ſoul 
to make thee a man , with this charge , Keep this ſoul ſafe, if it be 
miſſing when I come, about the buſineſs of the world , or fin, or 
Sathan , look tO it , thy ſoul goes for it, and thou haſt in all the 
world but one ſoul., if unprepared;and unappointed , the Lord will 
caſhier it, and caſt it into hell , whence thou ſhalt not come forth 
tillthou haſt paid che utmoſt farthing. ' It will be tn vain for thee to 
ſay as the man ofhis priſoner verſc 40. As thy ſervant was buſie bere 
and there, he was gone : Lord 1 bad much todo in the world , many 
bulineſſes "much to look after, cc. So my ſoul was miſling when 
thou calledſt. The Lord will ſay asthe X3»g to the delinquent there, 
So ſhall thy judgement be, thy ſelf haſtdecided it. 

Reaſ. 3. Weare Runnersin arace. Theprice ſet before us is 
eternal Glory. According as the price is above all other : ſo in our 
running we ſhould be more quick, more yarr and circumſpeR. 

Reaſ. 45 Wearein a Warfare , and ſouldiers can never promiſe 
to themſelves ſecurity without a ſtrong and diligent watch ; *tis 
certain , the General of the enemies horſe never ſleeps, Sathan is al- 
maies waking and watchingto take advantage, &- $smon dormis tw? 
Chriſtian ſouldier Nleepeſt thou?: The poor Diſciples ſlept when 
their Lord was in an Agony,but 7d: flept not: Ah | our busband- 
men ſlept, and the envious one hath ſowed Tares. Chriſts Diſciples 
have left Chriſt alone to his own cauſe, ſaying,as ſometimes the 
_m To your own tents. Now look to thine own houſe,O Son 
0! David. | 

Reaſ. 5. Weare Stewards, and muſt ſhortly give 'an account, 
10w we have improved our talents. - The eftate of an-Account is a 

B 2 watch. 


[£63 
watchfull eftate, Ovr account will be ſtrit , our thoughts works 
and works ſhall be weighed in the impartial! ſcales of the Judge of 
heaven and carth, and if they be found thoughts of the Fleſh 
words of the world, and works of the Devil , we ſhall be fent awyy 
from the preſence of God. With a Go ye curſed &-c. Hell will be 
our Priſon, eternity our ſhackles , fire and brimſtone our Torment, 
the breath of the Lord like a River of brimſtone will kindle ir. 

| Reaſ.. 6. The dayigifter of Improvidence, notably ſet forth, 7,4. 
12.45, 46. Tf the ſervent ſay in his heart , My Lord delayeth by 
coming, and foal! begin to beat the mey-ſervants and waydens , andti 
£48 and drink, and to be be drunken. The Lord of that ſervant nil 
come in a day he looketh not for him, and at an bowr when he is not «- 
ware, and will cut him in [under and will appeint him his portion with 
wrbelieverr., Swift deſtrution is at the heels of promiſers to then. 
ſelves Peace and Saferie. Yea , then is the time of pouring down 
divine vengeance, when men are diſſolved to a fecure negligence. 
then they hall ſay Peace and Safetie,then ſudden Deftruttion cometh 
wpers them , as travail npon 4 woman with child, and they ſhallmt 
eſcape, 1 Thefl. 5. 3. 


| Laftly, weare pron under Obſervation; 1 Conſcience is 


Obſerver of us. 2 Sathas obſerves what we ſpeak ordo , that ke 
may accuſe us to God and witneſs againſt us. 3 God obſeryesws, 
his eyes behold, his exe-lids trie the children of men , Pfal. 1 1, 4. be 
knoweth our ts, be writes it down in his book, and the 
faules can never be out without Repentance, If Conſcience 
Fail (as for a time ſhe may ) and lye aſleep at the door oF our heart, 
and neither bark or bite) ſhe will awake ar laft and tear thee, Ar 
fure thy ſelf, God will not fail ro fet thy fins in order before thee, 
if now thou do not examin and fet them in order before thy face, 
judge and condemn them. The cafe being fuch , we had needto 
keep a al Watch and Ward over our fouls. 

Theſe Reaſons are ſo many Motives to this neceſfarie dutie of 4 
Chriſtian watehfulneſs. 1 ſhall now give you a few DireRions Fi, 
and /» Watching. 

Firſt, Labour to have waking Conſiderations.Confideration is 1 
help to Watchfulneſs. r Know and believe that there is a God that 


eycth thee, an eneme that obſcrveth thee , and a Conſcience _ 
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will do his offite firſt or ſaſt, thac Death is coming,and Judgement - 


2. "of the end of this coming into the world , and living 
here. What doſt thou bere E/iah ? O baptized Chriſtian , what 
doft thou ſullyinp thy ſelf amongſt the fleſh- pots of E Fopt ; lading 
thy ſelf with thick clay, how long? Had. 2. 6. how long, O ye: ſons of 
meu will ye twrn my glory into ſhame , how long will ye love vanitie 
end ſeth, after leafing , Pſal. 4. 2. How long will ye be: bufied like 
Ants about a mole ball carrying and recarrying. in and out a little 
worldly traſh, when you think to finiſh your earthly Fabrick,death 
| pane with @ne daſh of his foor ſpoils all , and difper- 

it and you. The time paſt may ſnffice ws to have wrought the 
mil of the Gentiles when we walked in loſceiviewſ/neſs, tuſts, exceſs of 
mu,Revellings, banquetings and abommable 1dolatries. 1 Pet 4.3. 
Its nw , t0o too much , that you have revelled out the third 
ofyour life to waſte, hieherto ; Oh ſpend and end the little remnant 


' oftime wholy and holy in Gods ſervice, working out your falvation: 


with fear and trembling. Were your Heaven-born fouls given you - 
to ſtop to this earths drudgery ? Your eagle minds to refort to the- 


carrion of this world 2 was your golden time given you. co gather 
droſs? your noble affeRions torun inthe dirty channels of this 
world ? Rather was not your chief end to glorifie God and enjoy 
dim ? How futable have been your Actions to this chief end? have 
they been for your good and the falvation of your fouls? conſider 
zbis feriouſly. $0 
3. Havethis waking conſtderation.Is notGod preſent? D:rb wor 
he obſerve all my ways and count all my fteps*if I have walked with 
vanity , or if my foot hath haſted to deceit Job..31. 4.5. will n:t God 
we it out ? ſaies Joſeph , how can 1 do rhis great wickedneſs , and 
fn againſt Ged, in whoſe preſence I am, Gen. 39. 9. The eyes df the 
Lord run to and fro throwgh the whole Earth , to ſhew himſelf ftrmg 
the behalf of them whoſe heart & perfet towards him 2 Cor. 16. 9. 
He neither flumbereth nov fleepeth, Hu eyes ſee into the dark thoughts - 
if owr heart , all things are naked andopen unto the eyes of him with | 
whom we have to do Heb. 4. 1 3.. This ſhould make us watch: over 
ourſecret firs. *VWhat if thou hadft no body te accuſe thee > Thou 
an a confrience , and a Goll rhat fees thee. When thou. art in fe- 
cret : 
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cret ,thinkthou art in the preſeure of God ; whos a judge.” S. Py 
was kept in a watchfull condition upon this conſideration. ' K yop. 
wng the teryours of the 'Lard., we perf wade men: «2 Gor'5;11. It will 
be a terrible day, And when Solomon would ſterile young men, 
he minds them of the day of Jadgement., 3 ut know+hat for all thef 
things thou muſt come to judgement, Ecclel. 31-9. 11 | , 

4. The feariull condition to be found in an, gſtare wherein ye 
are not fic ro dye, Take heed of prenuſing thy fel. pleaſure , or jul, 
lity torgzorrow ;.1t maybe theday that £>0d.will. Rxike thee, 4, 
nanizs and. Saphira were ſtricken-ſuddenly;and-he,yho bath ſbvickeg 
thy Gejghbour (as many now are ſmitten bydeathy ſuddenly ) what 
if he {mite thee?It may befall thee when thou goeſt abour ſinful and 
unwarrantable courſes(take heed Jitmay bethe time whenGod call 
for thy foul. Add hereunto that'ourl fe is ſhort and ypcertain,and 
that which at any time may, why not now ? And,jf, We wait all our 
daies,and every hour, it will not belong, and it is for eternity, Eter. 
nity depends upon thismoment of time. | 

F5- Labor for ſuch inward diſpoſitions as maydiſpoſe us to watch. 
fullneſs. Two affections, when . they-are raiſed, will much help us, 
Fear and Love. 1. Fear. When 7acob was afraid of . his Brother 
Eſau , he ſpent the night before in prayer; Bleſſed # the was thi 
feareth always,Prov. 28. 14. Bleſſed is theman that- ſtanderh con- 
ſtantly in aw of God , and is afraid to offend him at any time, $0 
Prov. 23.17. Be thou inthe fear of God all the day long. What tear 
is that ? of 7ealouſie and Reverence. There is great ule of this fear, 
Itjs the ſouls beſt Scout-maſter , and wlll give report to the ſoul of 
her enemies Approches. Fear ſtirs up care, care rowſeth duty , and 
performance of. duty keeps us from ſurprizal. It isthe Athieſm of 
the times to ſtand in aw of nothing : but he who bath the fear of 
7ealoufie and Reverence is fit for all things. | 
2. Love,lt is a ſweet affeQion; and keeps.the. ſoul watchful ove! 
any thing that may diſpleaſe the perſon whom we love. It isall 
full of laventionto give content to the perſon loved, we never (i! 
till the ſoul is betraied and drawn away trom theſe two ;. Fear and 
Love : and we have the ſoul never in better tyne than, when thus 
qualified. Theſe are.Royal ſupperts of a, Chriſtians Ares. HisF ls 
is ſncerity, charged with the deeds of Fiery, ſhall be gccomplihe 

Wi 
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with a Creſt of Glory. Thedupporters are Fear and Love , with this 
Motto , My. ſoul wateheth. : 

Wind up the ſtrings of your affetions every day, elſe they will 
be down., wind them*up with waking conſiderations, elſe they 
will down to,theſe preſent things. Finde out what fin thou art na- 
rally prone to, Be wiſe and foreſee. Know your ſelves both in 

and evil , wherein thou art prone tobe overtaken , or over- 
come,and what hath done thee good and uſe it again. No creature 
will be taken in a ſnare, if he ſee it, and the Medicine that cured the 
lickone, he will uſe it again, 

Take all advantages to do good, ſlip no opportunity, no 
cabbaoth , no Sermon, for why, thou ſeeſt ſome alive and well to 
dayare dead to morrow. When we have advantages to any thing, 
ſtudy to improve them and turn. them to Gods glory. This 
x a ſpecial exerciſe of watching. It will grieve you one day, whben, 
you ſhall ſee , thatat ſuch a time, ye loſt ſuch an opporrunity , and 
at ſuch a time,omitted ſuch a duty. Conſider this is your ſeed-time.. 
If je ſow to the fleſh , ye ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption , but he that 
ſeweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting, Gal. 6.8. 
willye have a harveſt of Glory and no. ſeec=:ime of graces. Every 
company you keep ,/make: them. better, or your ſelf better, by. 
them : gain ſome ſpiritual encreaſe by them, or they by you. Labor 
to know how to. judpe every thing in its due worth , and ſo as it 
deſerves affe&t it;leaſt you put gaod for evil,and evil for good. 

To know God. in his greatnels Chriſt in his goodneſs , virtue 
nits dignity , fin io its davgers,.deathin ys certainty, yet times 
uncertainty ,, will be a means toſtix thee upto, watchtullneſs. - Let 
the joyes of Heaven raviſh thee, the Torments of hell ſcare thee, 
the ſourfd of the-laſt trumpet ( Ar4/e ye dead and come to judge- 
ment ) ſound and reſound always in thine. ears, | 5 

Urs tua, Mors Chriſti, frans Munaa Glorid elk ;" 11 

Et dolor Infern, ſunt meditanda'tiht ) ED TENT: 
Thy deathand-Chri/ts,Earths Fraud, Heav*ns habitation- | * 
And Pains of Hell, let be-thy medication. _. Py Ins 

Labourto finde-out what, binders from doing good;- whether 
t00 much [buſineſs and pudder abour che things.of this, world ( as 
if we were boen to, live; here everlaſtingly. ') The Scripture ſers 

Þ 4 -..*” Bounds. 
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Bounds & limits to us:15 1 Cor.7.3 1.uſe this world as notabuſing ie, 
not doting upon thele paſſable and periſhable things, as our $,. 
viour Luke 21.34. Warn us to rake heed that we be not overcharged, | 
as not with ſurfetting and drunkenneſs , ſo not with the cares of thy 
life. There is an overcharging of the ſoul with cares , asthe body 
with meats or drinks. As che glutton and drunkard are unyeild 
to wotk : ſo careseat up the power of the ſoul , ſo that they loo 
many opportunities to do good and to receive good. Cares choke 
the word. But more particularly. 

Firſt in the Morning , begin to wake with God , and pivethy 
ſoul a Mornings-draught ſteept in the Meditation of God bt mercy 
_ andpreſervation , before the World or the Fleſh thruſt in. Bethink 

of all that may befall thee that day, of all the dangers, of allthe 
troubles , what Armor to encounter , ſurely ye have need to buckle 
on your Armor with Patience, to ga upand down (amongſt men, 
| I ay? ) biſling Serpents of envy , poiſonous Adders of mal. 
ciouſnefs,and fiery flying Scorpions of ſlandering their neighbour, 
and we muſt tight (as S. Pax/) with Beaſt after the manner of men: 
You cannot go ſafe amongſt theſe malevolent ſpirits without your 
coat of Malc , girded-on about you by prayer. Where the eneny 


ence entered, barracado up that paſſage more ſtronngly as ſouldien 
do , where the enemy hath broken in , or the wall i weak. Talc 
Proviſions for thy journey or undertakings, that ye may be ableto 
encounter whatſoever Accidenþs befall you. Let God have the ficl 


fruits of the day , the firſtlings þf your . Begin the day with 
y gs pt'y -p ay 


prayers, and it will ſweeten all your aRions of the day with coit- 
fort,and all occurrences thus : / commended my ſe!f to God in prij- 
er, and have ſet upon the day with this Reſolution , to do nothing 
that may offend God or a good conſcience , __— nolniquly 
in my heart but to paſs theday in the works of my calling unde 
the ſhadow of the Almighty, &c. | 
Afterwards,in the day let us do nothing wherein we conceiveGoi 
Gill not prote& us, that we cannot pray to God for a Blefling ups" 
ie.[fmen would do ſo,what would become of their lying, ſwearing* 
f ——_—— undermininggdrinkings,laſciv- 
ouſneſs and vanities for why?can they pray to God for a — 
on theſe courſes? In the day-time,carry a heavenly mindein 
buſineſs, No Occurrent fajls out, no ObjeR is preſented, but a fr 
ct 
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cious heart will draw out IOomething of it for religious uſe, A good 
Chriſtian is an Excellent Chimiſt , and extras heavenly things, ' 
and things for heavenly uſes out of earthly minerals and materials. 
The war 2 Harveſt puts him in minde of the day of Judgement, 
and the Reapers , of the Angels, When he plows the —_ he 
thinks upon the fallow ground of his heart how it needs turning 
arf! ripping up # when he weaves, or ſees the Weavers ſhuttle, he 
meficates upon the ſhoxeneſs of mans life , now at this end , but 
greſently at an end , cc. Thus he reaſons with himſelf, God hath 
{? me in this place for a little time, and here I muſt work in this 
iferiour calling,and I muſt ſerve God with contentment in it. 

As for recreation. make it not a.vocation, you will quickly err in 
euſe of lawfull things,if ye be not watchfull, Proſperity is a ſlippe- 

Mountain,if you walk not warily,you will (lip and ſlide, & ghde 
ntothe forgerfullnets of God, of jyour ſelves, of your duty, which 
«the way that leadeth cg deſtruftion, and many there be that fall 

toit, Take heed (faith God) when thou art in that good land that 
meth with milk and bony , that thou forget not,c5c. fob knew that 
Ir to get full of all was the way to be forgetfull, and therefore 
hen his children were banqueting he was ſacrificing. 

If Athwarts and croſſes of the world come , look upon the hand 
at orders all ; wherein thou art prone to be overtaken , take eſpe- 
jal care to prevent, and be watchfull there. And becauſe every man 
annot uſe Privacy well , be watchfull over thy ſelf alone , uſe the 
me of Aloneneſs , in Meditation of him that A Oe  , though he 

Three. Let thy ſequeſtration-time, be thy holy meditation-time, 
athan is buſte ſtill ; he will be too cunning for thee , and make thy 

- ſhop, if thou ſuffer it empty , and fill ic not wich good 
jouphts, 

Let thy company be ſuch as to whom thou mayeſt do good, or 
om whom thou maiſt receive _= Good company ſtrengthens 
te another, as ſtones in an Arch. Such company as thou keepeſt, 

thou art , or fuch thou wilt be ſhortly , 'or ſuch thou wilt be. 

ounted to be. 
When it comes to night,refle& upon the occaſioggs and paſſages 
theday : go overall , where chou haſt offended)crave pardon, 
ere thorpbaſt done well, bleſs the Lord. If thou have done good 
C to 
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to none,nor made thy ſelf betrer ; thou mayeſt cry out , heu ' 4, 
perdidi.Alas! 1 have loſt a day. Suffer not thy body to reſt, beforethy 
conſcience be aſſured of peace & reconciliation withGod thr 
2o/ms Chriſt. Dangerous to FO ro bed with a guilty conſcience,yhy 
do we know whither we ſhall live till the morning 7 | 

If we could account Religion a ſerious thing , as itis , we wall 
not hear theſe things as ſtrange Dodries , but we wul 
"think of them ſeriouſly , and practiſe chenf'affeRionately. 

' Renew your Reſolutions for the time to come , for we hayel 
broken our vows and covenants with God. Obſerve all adva 

for praying co, and prayſing of God, _ his goodtekty 
others with thy mouth , and let thy life ſpeak thereof lowder, | 
God have all the {Honour of his Afiiſtance of thee,8 bleſſing thy 
Labours. 

Above a!l., Remember the Sabbaoth, do the work of the Lorl 
onely upon the Lords day, If chou minglerhy worldly buſineſs wit 
bisſervice , thou ſpoyleſt all; ſuch mixings marr all. Dead flies ca 
the eintmient of the Apathecary to ſend forth a ſtinking ſavour Ecclel 
10.1. SodiſtraRted. thoughts , worldly mindedna , andearthy 
talke and bufineſs upon the Lords day, will caufe all thy prayes 
' and ſervices to itink in thenoſtrils of God. And ifthou ſteal any 
of his time , to uſe it about thine own occaſions , thou art a The 
alſo tothy ſelf, and to thine own profit. For therefore God con- 
manded thee to keep the Sabbaoth thathe might. bleſs thee, thathy 
thy holy obſervacien of the day , and carefull perfortnance of the 
duties.of the day, he might convay over to thee his bleſſings, far 
ſuch a ſervant he bleſſeth, and he {ball be bleſſed,which is the thi 
and laſt part. 

The Encouragement. 
Bleſſed us that ſervant, 8c. 

Dovt. Bleſſing attends and goes atong with watching. If thu wl 
be bleſſed? rhen watch for the Loris coming. Bleſſed are til 
ſervants, Cc. 

T heſe that keep their ſouls in a watchfull frame are blefſed. 4 
o* 6 trmtb.T he tom of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 

Tſe. What a Motive is here to give our fouls to watching. 1! 
Bicſkedneſs all good things whatever , MetT as th a centre. = 

conflu- 
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confluence and concurrence of all good whatſoever, either honeſt, 
profitable or pleaſant. Angl this elsſha'! meet the watch- 
fill ſoul in death, and embrace it. The watching Chriſtian , his life 
isbleſſed , his death is bleſſed : bleſſed b grace , bleſſed by glory; 
bleſſed in body, bleſſed in ſoul. 'Bleſt foul't at immediately enjoyes 
bleſſedneſs in the Kingdomof Heaven where God is all in al ta 
hisele& 1 Cor. 15.28.where is eternal life and perfe&t glory.Eternal, 
life, which is that Fellowſhip with God;z, whereby God himſelf is 
through the Lamb ChriF, Life untg the elet, For in the Kingdom 
ofHeaven , the ele ſhall not need meat, drink,ſleep,air, heat.cold, 
phyſick, apparrel, or light of Sun or Moon, burin place of all theſe, 
ſhall they have Gods ſpirit , by which immediately they ſhall be 
quickned for ever. Reve/. 21. 3.23. | 
And perfe@ glory; which is that wonderfull Excellency of the 
Gints, whereby they ſhall be in a far better eſtate than heart can 
wiſh, For firſt, they ſhall everlaſtingly behold the face of God, 
which is the Glory and Majeſty of God , Rev. 22. 4. Secondly they 
ſhall be moſt like to Chri#, to wit ; juſt, holy , incorruptible, glo- 
nous; honourable , excellent , beautifull, ſtrong, mighty and nimble 
I obs 3.2. Phaſ.3. 21. . Thirdly they ſhall inherit 4 Kingdom of 
aven 1 Pet. 1:4, Matth. 25. 34. whence proceeds Eternal joy, 
and the perfe& ſervice of God immediately. Eternal joy,bad Peace 
th ſafety , ſafety with ſecurity , ſecurity with Eternity. The joyes 
oveare for Matter, ſpiritual, for ſubſtance, real, for ule wniver/al, 
Ir continuance, Eternal, Pſal. 16. 11.Pſal.36. 8. There the King 
$Terity,the Law Charity,the Peace Felicity,and the Life Erernity. 
The ſervice of God conſiſts onely in Pray/e and Thanſgiving 
(e2.21.3.and Rev.5.-12,13. and 11. 17. ee the Texts. The manner 
f performing. this ſervice, is to worſhip God by God immediate- 
}. In Heaven there ſhall neither be Temple, Ceremony, nor Sacra- 
ent, but all theſe wants ſhall God himſelf ſupply together with 
eLamb that is,Chriſt, Rev. 21. 21 I ſay no Temple therein, for the 
md God Almighty, and the Lamb are the Temple of it. The ſervice 
all be dayly and without Intermiſſion, Rev.7. 15. They are #n the 
ſence of theT hrone of God, + ſerve him day and night in his T emple. 
Uſe. The conſideration hereof , ſhould ſtir up us to a conſtant 
hand ward over our ſouls. If immediate communion with God 
TA \chrough 
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through eſs Chriſt, which is the life eternal ; if to havetihnk 
ever heart can wiſh,& intinttely beyond that,which is perfe glory, 
where we ſhall for ever behold and admire the face of God, belike 
our bleſſed $2vioar , & inherit the Kingdom of gloryjwith thegy; 
yeledpes thereof in eternal joy, where our exerciſe ſhall be ſing 
and prayſing God. In a word if we would be Bleſſed, if Bleſſe 
neſs ( which contains all theſe and more ) may prevail to moye 
(orelſe what can) to the duty of watchfulneſs : then be we ty. 
red up to beina frame of ſoul fit to meet Chri/t,have all the gracs 
ofthe ſoul in exerci'2; this is ts watch. Look about you , the Phy. 
liſtines be upon you. Every day is clipping your life, and taking 
away part of it, what ſhould we now do, but fit our ſelves for Chr, 
ſeeing he is coming to us, and we are going to him by death? Yau 
would be fir at the hour of death. T hat which will be good then, 
ood now , and the work which of neceſſity, muft be done, orne 
are everlaſtingly undone, let us firſt go about it , and make an en 
of that once. The worit of men , when death comes will wiſh ke 
had watched , done theſe and theſe good things, abfained iron 
vheſe and theſe evil things? IT exhort you to'norhing, but that whih 


'1s tit for you ro make you fir for ChriFF. When your Faitn ah 
Hope , and Lovehave their right Obje&t , and all the graces of the 
foul are in exerciſe,then you watch,and Bleſſed are thoſe Servant, 
whom the Lord wher. he cometh ſhall finde watching. So mu 


bor the Text. 
- My Auditours are of three ſorts, either Morners of our deceaſed 


Brother , or Rejoycers at his death, or men indifferent, neither 
fected with prief or joy at alt at his ſudden fall, a word to cach 0 
theſe. 

Firſt, for you Mourners; Wife lamenting the death of her careiul 
Husband ; Children bemoaning the dear! of their carefu!l Fathe, 
[abdurers and ſervants Mourning for the los of a work-contriving 
labour-rewarding Maſter ; Friends for the lack of their ilcred, 
adviſfing-Friend. Toyou I fay no more but this, look up £9 you 
Husband, Father, Friend, Lord and Maſter in Heaven. Ir is t!12 Lot 
hath done it, as it is marvellous , ſo let it be well pleaſing 1 your 
eves. His wil is done ; ſubje& your wills to his ; /e are the Ci 
he 1s the Potter , Pal. 64. 3, hx! net the Potter do with (1: £14) 4 


C15.) | 

be pleaſeth Rom. 9.21., Weread Exod. 15. that the waters-of 
Marah were ſo bitter, that the people could not drink of them, 
then doſes , at Gods commandment, caſt into them a tree ,; and 
the waters were made ſweet, In the bitterneſs of ſoul upon the death 
of zur Brother , God ſhews you a tree that will turn your bitter 
Waters of ufliction into ſweetneſs. his tree is Chrift, Take up 
this bleſſed tree in your hands by Faich.( who willingly preſents - 
timſelf unto you 1n this your Agony- ) caſt him into- your bitter- 
waters, or caſt your ſelf upon him ; hide your ſelf in the bouphes 
and branches of this bleſſed Tree, till the Lords indignation be paſt. 
ſor, his anger endureth but a moment , in his favour is life, Weep- 
ng may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning , P/al. 
20. 5.y0u will faint, unleſs you believe to'ſee the goganeſs of the Lord 
iu the Land of the Living , Plal. 27. 13. 

Tothe ſecond ſort , that rezoyce becauſe now death hath ſhut 
timup in his Cavg the ſpirit of God directly meets with you, Rrov. - 
24. 17, 18, Rejoyce not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thy heart : 
beglad when he ſkumbteth, Let the Lord /ce it,and it aiſpleaſe him, and 
be tara away hs wrath from him upon thee. Why ſhonideſt thou run 
from thine own watch to fault finde his now 2 Death found bim 
not from his calling all the day ; at Mid-nigi:t,when he pierc'd him 
atthe heart, doſt thou know his Vipils , his Preparations , his Me- 
Gitations what they were ? If death had come to thee that ſame 
our, at the ſecond watch,ſhould he have found thee better prepa- 
edthan he was ? what art thou that judgeſt another mans ſervant, 
be ſtandeth or fallech to bis own Maſter. He hath pat his day, 
thine i5to come; 1f the Lord fiade thee in thy ſwearing , ſabbach- 
breaking , coveting, wandring out of his ways, not guidingghy life 
dy his Law unprepared,unappointed,thy doom is ſet Gown Lk. 1 2. 

5. to ver/, 48. ſee the place. g. *.4Þ 
[f there be a third ſort of Mater: indifferent men , without 
fetion of the one {ide or other, nor Gring whether he had lived 
rdyed , neither partake with the Moburners here , nor with ſuch 
$ are well pleaſed at his death ; are nothing routcht or ſmitren 
th this ſtroak : Beſides that they proclaim {tupidi:y, do they nor 
alk contrary to the command, weep with them that weep. Þe of the 


ame affetiion one towards another , Rom. 12.15, 16. And thew 
C3 thent- 


_[16J* 1 
* themſelves Athieſtical ? It is the Arhieſm of theſe times to be with. 
out dread or fear. When God gives one of his houſhojd-ſervany . 
a blow, the reſt ſhould fear. This uſe ſhould 7 one of us make of 
it. | If God had ſo ſmitten me , in what caſe” had I been ? how hat: 
it been with my poor ſoul? ſurely I was not pre repared as | ought, 
hc not I'to accept of this acceptable time , this day of flake, 
and to a and exerciſe wy ſelf in all theſe duties that tend rofl 
vation ( that is) to watch ? Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants, 8c. When 
js 1 vioeur ſaid to his Diſciples , One of you ſhall betray me ; Every 
them (ſuſpicious of himſelf )queſtioned him again \ Mafer 
yy > ſo whilſt I ſay one of you ( Beloved ) ſhall be the next 
that ſhall dye, it behoves every one of you to queſtion with him. | 
ſelf. 7s 5s 12 Is 5t 1? what if it ſhould be 1? am I prepared to meet: 
the Lord ? is my ſoul in a watchfull frame and poſture? do I per. 
form my ſentinel-charge till I be relieved ? do' / wait all the dg! 
of mine appointed time untill my chang come ? Job. 14. 14. the ſame 
ſhall be bleſſed. For Bleſſed are theſe ſervants whom the Lord whey 
Meoverh ſhall finde watching. Amen. 


FINIS 


